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yvundai chose an alphanumencal Hyundal wanted to nspire, The desire o With diminutive dimension: just 3.565mm Unlika some of s competitors, the (10 5 a full
coda that could estabhsh a link inspare forms oné of the comerstones of the long and 1.595mm wide = the 110 promases o fve-seater and has five-door practicality
betwaan technology and the orand. Tha letter V' recognises this fact and be easy to thread through city traffic and a  Prces starl at Rs 3.39 lakh {ax-showroom,

The world can wait, says Shah Rukh Khan,

as he steps into the new Hyundai i10. As the
mid-segment car debuts in India, our expert
emerges from a test drive feeling like King Khan.

brand’s core valuas. With the 'r, Hyundai chose bangs it direct 10 ConSuMers. pleasure 1o park in packed car parks. Although
the letter that could camy both messages. The a1 095 the first Hyundai to camry the ¥ inits 11 has compact overall dimensions, the i10 has
latter 1" has a long tradition as an icon for lech ame (the fwsl was the 30, which hasn't boen a wheslbase of 2, 3B0mm, whech = exceplion
nology products. And as a frequently used con, wnched in ind yat), Thes exciting new city car  ally long for this class. With the wheels pushed
the 't s already establehed across Europe and 5 desugned 1o ba fun lo drve, affordable and  far inlo each comer, there & mane space insade
Asa. The 1 5 &850 a parl of Hyundar's brand  practcal while olfenng quality and equpment for people and luggage, plus i gves the 110
promise. In the 18990s, Hyundal changed s thal no rival can olfer al the price tig car rehnement and handling attrnbutes

enlire corporate focus, moving away from s
onginal business philosophy of producing ‘good
bargan’ vehicles, to acquinng a more sophist
o] FEadlis



One does not have to slouch forward to
change gears. The light clutch combined
with the precise shift gate ensures that
putting the N0 through its paces is
sheer pleasure for the driver.



Unlike some of its competitors, the 110 Is a full five-seater and has five door practicality

Dalhi) but i10 owners won't for a moment feel
they are driving something that has been
stnpped out to keep costs low. Even the entry-
lavel model has air-conditioning.

Depending on the version, the i10 also has a
propar tailgate, rather than just a plece of glass,
four opening windows, electncally operated at
the front, central locking, slectric power steor-
ing, tnted glass, 14-inch whaels, body-colourad
bumpers and an integrated siv-speaker
CDIMP3 stereo. To ensure high safety stan
dards across the range, the top-end modal,
Magna, has two airbags along with anti-lock
braking system (ABS)

All 110 models are powered by a 87PS, 1.1
litre petrol engine, mated with either a manual or
an ophonal four-speed automatic gearbox. The
gearshift is mounted on the centre console so
as fo improve ergonomics and free up the

space betwean the driver and passenger saats,

To drve the i10 is as sasy as a doodle. Fire har
up and you can feel the 67 horses come alive
under your nght fool. Initially, I'd thought that
the gearshift, baing front console mounted, |
would have lo stretch forward to shift gears, but
then good ergonomics ansured that this wasn't
io be the case,

| did not have to slouch forward to change
gears and the bght clutch, combined with the
procise shift gate, meant thal putting the i10
through its paces was a pleasure. Hyundai had
chosen the lovely ghway batwean Jodhpur
and Jaisalmer, which is just over 280km, for the
drive. This part of India has great road surfaces,
which allow ona to cruise along at speads in
excess of 140kph without too many problems
along the way

Even with the obligatory stops for photogra-

phy and essentials, like the warm cuppa, we
coverad the 280km in just owver three hours and
a hall. The i10 was lterally singung away even
when you made the engine work hard. Rev her
up to 6,000rpm and thera's not even a whimper
of protest. Surprising us, the i10 just lunged for-
ward in & way that we've never seen or
axpacted from a small car. Keeping us busy was
the fabulous 2-DIN MP3 music system; the
radio had ultra-sensitive station receiving capa-
bilities. The air-con also deserves a mention
hare, for it succeeded in keeping us cool even
m the blistenng heat.

Fuel efficiency appeared to be the other
strong point of the car. We coulkd not do official
fual aconamy runa, but | expect the i10 o dediver
at least 13-14kplin the city and about 17-18kpl
when it's on the highway.

Tha i10 definitely is a car that will appeal to al
those who are looking at a value-for-money
package in a fresh aulomobile. Having baen
designed anew from the ground up, the 110 is
superbly made - the body panels look good
and the finish is milimetre-parfect.

The paintjob is lustrous and the quality of the
intenor inm I\ laudable, All these good points
mean there has o be a grey streak in this sihvar
bring. | discovered f you're dimensionally chal
lenged like | am, then the front could be a bit of
a squearas, But then this is a minor gripe and |
don't think that most of my fellow Indians would
have this problem.

But, when you come 1o think of it, another
advaniage of the 110 is that being a Hyundai
product, its maintenance cost won't add to
your financial woes. The i10 is a cheeky and
cheerful package that comes for an honest-to-
goodnass pnca, which will not cause you any
miajor heartbum|

Ranojoy Muker]jl has been
editing leading magazines,
including Auto India, for
over a decade. Emall

your gqueries to

ranojoy.mukerji@mailtoday.in





